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COORDINATION APPROACH FOR PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WATER AND SANITATION SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION ACTIVITIES (2020-2022)


1. BACKGROUND

[bookmark: _Hlk36646226]As a member of the South African IORA Academic Group, the Water Research Commission of South Africa received financial support from the IORA Special Fund to organise three workshops of the IORA Academic Group Water Science and Technology Core Working Group (WSTWG)  in collaboration with other IORA MS. The inaugural workshop was hosted by South Africa on 5 to 6 February 2015, the second workshop on “Promoting Efficient Water Management through Water Re-use and Alternative Water Supply” hosted by Sri Lanka on 15-16 November 2016 and the final workshop on “Sustainable Development and Management of Water Resources” hosted by India on 5 September 2017. The workshops provided a platform for sharing and to get a better understanding of the water research, development and innovation (RDI) interests, priorities, common challenges of the IORA MS and exchanged ideas of what the responsibilities of the IORA WSTWG should be. The Core Group further identified the following as potential water and sanitation RDI areas of collaboration for the IORA MS: 
· Alternative water supply in addressing water scarcity (Recycling and Reuse)
· Urban water management 
· Groundwater management (governance, quality, protection and recharge)
· Impact of Climate Change and environment on water supplies 
· Sanitation
· Other areas that will be of mutual interest to IORA MS

It was further agreed by the Working Group that water should be made a priority of the IORA Academic Group, develop a portal on the IORA Academic Group website of IORA MS institutions that are active in water and sanitation science, technology and innovation highlighting their priority areas, funding opportunities, RDI flagship programmes and projects and existing technologies and innovations. Noting the interest, common challenges and potential areas of collaboration in water and sanitation RDI amongst the IORA MS, the WRC further signed a Memorandum of Understanding the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) Regional Centre for Science and Technology Transfer (RSTCC) which provided a framework to jointly coordinate Water and Sanitation research, innovation, technology and business amongst and for the benefit of the IORA Member States. It is envisaged that this partnership will add value to the IORA Academic Group Water Science and Technology Core Working Group and jointly coordinate, plan and implement the water and sanitation activities of the IORA MS and Dialogue Partners (DP). The activities may include:
· Convening an annual strategic planning workshop with interested IORA MS and DP to develop an action plan for implementation of the water and sanitation RDI activities among the IORA MS and DP.
· Technical workshops to facilitate knowledge sharing, dissemination of project results and identify future research and innovation areas of collaboration based on the identified gaps and needs. The workshop outcomes will feed into the strategic planning session.
· Other events to promote joint learning, share best practice with the aim of strengthening the IORA MS and DP joint water and sanitation RDI activities.
· Innovative solutions sharing and technology transfer activities to promote and disseminate technological and innovative solutions developed by the IORA MS or by MS in partnership with DP. Explore establishment of a “portal” linked to the Academic Group website, events to share or exhibit the innovations and training on how to deploy the technologies.
· Joint demonstration of water and sanitation technology and innovative solutions developed by the IORA MS or by MS in partnership with DP excluding desalination technologies since it is covered by the Chinese IORA RCSTT.
· Commission research and desktop studies as and when necessary to gather the intelligence required to improve planning and implementation of the water and sanitation activities of the IORA MS. information on IORA MS water RDI priority areas, funding instruments, strength, weakness, and opportunities for sharing innovation technologies.


2. PROPOSED ACTIVITIES FOR 2020-21

To minimise further missed opportunities and potential value adding partnerships and collaborations that can be derived from IORA MS and DP water and sanitation stakeholders, the WRC would like the partnership and support of RCSTT and the South African IORA Academic Group in kick-starting some of the IORA water and sanitation RDI activities virtually  taking advantage of the global virtual reality imposed by the COVID19 pandemic:
















PROPOSED AGENDA

Zoom Webinar: Research and Innovation sharing workshop “COVID-19 research and innovation programmes and projects implemented by IORA MS and DP”


Date: 30 September 2020
Time: 10:00-12:00 SAST
Zoom webinar: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VnYkzRZtR-e2lMIMQnF1bg

Facilitator: RCSTT

	Time (TBC)
	Agenda Item 
	Presenter 


	10:00-10:05
	Welcome and house rules
	Prof. Mahnaz Mazaheri, Member of RCSTT Scientific Advisory Panel 

	10:05-10:10
	Opening remark
	Prof Stanley Liphadzi, Group Executive, WRC 


	10:10-11:00
	Presentation – COVID-19 research projects and programmes (10 minutes each)
	-Dr Eunice Ubomba-Jaswa, Water Research Commission (WRC), Covid-19 Surveillance programme 

-Professor S. K. Sobhee, Mauritius COVID-19 Research Projects and Programmes

-Associate Prof. Bilge Alpaslan Kocamemi (Seun, Turkey), Covid-19 Screening in Wastewater”

-Mr. Hemindra Jayaweera, Chief Executive Officer, Sri Lanka Institute of Nanotechnology 

-Dr. Hamid Rashedi
Associate Professor
Biotechnology Group, School of Chemical Engineering, College of Engineering, University of Tehran, I.R. Iran 

-Dr. Mohammad Rafiee ,
Assistant Professor, Department of Environmental Health,   Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences,   Tehran, I.R. Iran 


	11:00-11:10
	Q&A 
	Participants 

	11:10-11:50
	Showcase of IORA water and sanitation COVID-19 related innovations (8x5 min video) no PowerPoint presentations 
	Dr Mamohloding Tlhagale, WRC water and sanitation solutions 

Dr. Nitin Gopaul, Mauritius Research and Innovation Council (MRIC), Initiative and Outcome of the MRIC Special Call for Proposals – COVID-19. 



	
	Closing remarks 
	Dr Mamohloding Tlhagale, WRC, South Africa 
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